l

STAT

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/09/20

L

ARTICLE APPEARED

_—

ON PAGE

NEW YORK TIMES
19 MAY 1981

C.lA. RevzsesEstzmate, Sees Somet
As Qil- Independent Through 80 s

ByBERNARD

WASHINGTON, May 18'— In a move
with potential ramifications for-Ameri-
can foreign pelicy; the Central Intelli-
gence Agency has increased its estimates
of Soviet oil production, an agency
spokesman said today. It now says that
during the 1980’s Moscow will still be able
to meet its-energy needs without having
to import petrolenm, according to. Ad-
ministration ofticials.

The officials said today that a-new
C.I.A. study states that, contrary to
previous agency estimatss, the -‘Russians
will not be competing for Middle Eastern
or other foreign sources of oil by 1985. The
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study has already been dlscussed with
Western allies, the officials said.
Beginning in 1977, the C.1.A. had pre-
dicted that Soviet oil production would
start declining by 1980 and that by 1985
the Russians would have to import as
much as 3.5 million barrels a day for their
needs. The C.I.A. now says that estimate
will not be borne out, the officials said.
The revision is attributed to increased
Soviet investment in oil production.

'World’s Largest Producer

The C.I.A. projection is important be-
cause, following the Soviet intervention
in ‘Afghanistan in December 1979, ofti-
cials from the Carter Administration and
later the Reagan Administrations cited
the Soviét “need” to import oil as a ra-
" tionale for the Soviet moves to bring
troops closer to the Persian Gulf. .

The Soviet Union has reported that its
oil production, in fact, has gradually
risen and is now about 12.1 million bar-
rels a day, making it the largest producer

" of petroleum in the world. Saudi Arabia is
E second and the United States third. The
l Russians remain net exporters of oil. .

Until the latest estimate, the C.LA. had

| predicted that by 1985 a Russian decline

-than 8 million to 10 million barrels a day.-

;thosewhothinkthekusiansmustgoz
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i would have led them to produce no-mo

Now, a C.I.A. spokesman said today, the
agency estimates that by 1985 the Soviet
Union will produce 10 millior to 11 million
barrels a day. In addition, with Soviet
natural gas -production rising,

seems to be no need for Sovxetenergy mj
ports by then, officials said. .

Some State Department officials said
that the C.I.A. estimate for 1985 of 10
million to 11 million barreis may prove
to be underestimates. The Russians’
own projection of oil production in the
current five-year plan is 12.4 million to
12.9 million barrels aday by 1985. -~ «

Two months ago, Defense Secretary
Caspar W. Weinberger, in justitying
" the Administration’s case for increas-:
ing the American military presence in

-the Persian Gulf area, said that region '
*is and will be the fulcrum of conten-
tion for the foreseeable future.” X

““The Soviet Union will almost cer- |
tainly become a net energy importer,””-
he said. “This, coupled with their eco- |

nomic necessity for eventual access to’
the Guif oil basis, is their long-rang

%?]ecuve of denymg access to ou by the1
8St »w -

Marshall I Gordman, associate” di-
rector of the Russian Research Center>
at Harvard, said tcday that James )
Noren, a C.I.A. analyst, discussed the
latest Soviet oil projections at a sexm-
naratthe centerlastweek. - N

' ‘Not Daperatefor?etroleum’ ‘

Mr. Goldman, who had been sharply
critical of the earlier C.L.A. estimates,
said that the new projection.-‘‘means ;
first of all that we should at least allow-
. for the fact that the Soviets are not dw-
perate for petroleum.’ . . -

“So far, we havebeeneonducting our |
foreign policy - on-.& «worst-case..sce-4
nario,”” Mr. Goldman:said. “The estis3
mates that have been governing policyy .

_havebeeuprovenwmngsofar.ltdoes»

. benevolent in:the’ Middle- East, but

into the Middle East for oil are wrong.!}
Mr.-Noren, in his discussion at Har:
vard, attributed the new, higher pro-;
]ection to forecasts based on increased’

.Soviet investment | production,
also said that.. Q% o 'He,

salepﬂcunextye;r the
_has been done since.196 % idi

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/09/20 : CIA-RDP90-00965R000302640087-5



